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The Angels as Reformers. 

If the angels of the first Christmas night should 
suddenly appear again, one wonders whether they 
might not weep instead of sing. Nineteen hundred 
years have gone by, and what do we see ? The two 
professedly foremost nations in all the higher ele- 
ments of Christian civilization engaged in two mean 
and miserable wars, largely of their own making ! It 
had been hoped that they would close the century as 
shining examples of peace and goodwill, and lead the 
whole family of nations forever away from the curse 
of war. Instead, they have failed to enter into obli- 
gations of permanent peace with each other, and their 
present " good understanding," so far as it goes, is 
suspiciously near to simple support of each other 
in their wars. 

One of these nations, having more than a hundred 
thousand Christian churches among its people, has so 
conducted itself in its efforts to " civilize " the world 



that it now finds itself with an army of sixty thousand 
men on the other side of the globe, wading swamps, 
tearing through jungles, swimming rivers, in order to 
hunt down and shoot ill-civilized men, among whom 
it ought to have been sending these fifty years thou- 
sands of missionaries of the loving and helpful Christ. 
What wail of sorrow might not the angels chant at 
sight of the piling millions which we are consuming 
on our growing army and navy, which the Christ 
would have had us spend to the last penny in saving, 
educating and refining those whom we have driven 
by our blundering and inconsiderate selfishness to 
hate, despise and repel us ! 

What agonizing cries, rending the very heavens, 
might we not expect at sight of the awful tragedy 
enacting itself in South Africa ! Great Britain, with 
her fifty thousand churches, her Christian queen, her 
missions compassing the Eastern half of the world, — 
see her, with her entire army on foot, in a cruel life 
and death struggle with a brave people whom her 
aggression and greed hounded, nagged and insulted 
into uncontrollable desperation ! At such a gigantic 
failure of her Christian mission (nations are to be 
judged by their Christian attainments) how could the 
heavenly hosts refrain from tears of great sadness ! 

Again, how could the angels do aught but weep 
over the accumulated folly and madness of armed 
Europe, spending a thousand millions a year on the 
forces and implements of death, the Christian spirit 
of love and self-sacrifice repressed or totally banished 
from her political councils, her separate governments 
confessedly pagan in their ultimate relations one to 
another ! 

No one, not even an angel, can think long and in- 
tently over all these facts without the greatest 
depression. 

But there is another side. Things were infinitely 
worse when Jesus of Nazareth was born. There was 
then not the faintest ray of promise of the coming of 
love and peace in either the social or the political re- 
lations of the world. Discord reigned everywhere. 
Society was hopelessly rotten. The peace that pre- 
vailed was the peace of universal repression and fear. 
Not a movement anywhere indicated the rejuvenation 
of the dying social and political order. And yet the 
angels sang, jubilantly sang. 
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But it was because of the hope which they brought 
with them that they sang, not because of anything 
which they saw in either Judaism or ' heathenism. 
There was to be something new in the world, which 
it had never practically known, which was to subdue 
and redeem it. In this they were so intensely in- 
terested that they were utterly oblivious of all the 
wickedness and wretchedness of which the earth was 
so full. Their business was with the life and power 
and glory of Him who had come, with the new order 
which He was to introduce, and this they meant to 
sing into the confidence and hope of men. 

What would they find to-day? Some of the old 
forces and systems of evil remaining and grown to 
unprecedented proportions, but some of them over- 
thrown and gone forever. They would no longer 
find a simple hope and promise bursting on the world 
from the invisible, but in addition multitudes of men 
and women in many lands living and dying for the 
sake of His kingdom over whose advent they sang in 
the hopeless days of pitiless Rome. They would find 
a vast transformation in the life of the world, in 
family, in community, in nation. So deeply interested 
would they be in all this, — the old hope still the 
same, the wonders wrought by it in the nineteen 
centuries gone by, — that they would have little eye 
for the great evils still existing. Not even the armies 
of the Kaiser and the Czar, or the fleet of Eng- 
land, would awaken their notice. With hosannas 
would they sing of the triumphs already won, the 
more glorious triumphs yet to be, of the victorious 
Christ who is to extend His kingdom of righteousness, 
love and peace over all the earth. 

The angels were the true reformers. We mortals 
cannot do as well as they. We can, however, follow 
their method. Being more intimately connected 
with the evils of the world, we must scrutinize them 
closely and make our everlasting protest against them. 
But much more must we live in the good which is, 
which is to be. This must be our life, our hope, our 
joy. Evil abounds and will abound for a time ; good 
abounds and will abound forever. Like the angels, 
like the Master, we must overcome the evil, not by 
feeding upon it, not by breaking our hearts over its 
ravages, but by rising above it, by living and singing 
the good and the lovely into its place, by realizing 
the kingdom of love and peace in ourselves, and by 
the power and attractiveness of an endless life " com- 
pelling" others into "a like precious faith." The 
towering systems of evil — of hate and lust and war 
— will go down, when towering systems of good lives 
built into holy and mighty institutions, which appeal 
to the imagination and captivate the heart, go up. 
No evil ever departs till good forces it away. 

This is the method, this only. It is God's way ; 
it must be ours. When sense of evil degenerates 
into weeping, despairing pessimism, reform is dead. 



When sense of good fills and masters the soul, re- 
form never languishes. 



The Dewey Demonstrations — A 
Symptom. 

A delegate to the recent International Congrega- 
tional Council, coming from Manchester, England, 
wrote to the Boston Transcript as follows, of his 
painful surprise at observing "how completely all 
classes of Americans seemed to be ' gone ' on Ad- 
miral Dewey, who could hardly have been more 
grandly feted if he had conquered the world for 
America," or been "as great an emancipator of an 
enslaved race as President Lincoln " : 

"What would a shrewd, level-headed American 
think of a surgeon who, having performed a difficult 
operation and saved a valuable life, should forthwith 
proceed to decorate his surgical instruments with 
ribbons and execute a war-dance around them, amid 
a shower of costly fireworks ? But if we profess to 
believe that war, at its best, is but a ' necessary evil,' 
is not the hysterical glorification of brute force after 
a successful war (especially when innocent children, 
alas ! are encouraged to join in the shouts which imply 
to all thoughtless minds that patriotism and brute 
force are inseparable) as irrational at least as that 
above supposed ? 

" It will, of course, be said that all nations indulge 
in this kind of glorification. Quite true, but I 
answer: (1) the thing has never been carried to such 
excess before in modern times ; (2) that a country 
which more than any other on earth has proved that 

' Peace hath her victories, 
Not less renowned than war,' 

might be expected to set an example, at least, of 
moderation in such affairs ; (3) that, as all history 
proves that liberty and militarism are sworn foes, we 
in England — who are beginning to hear the echoes 
of our jubilee shouts of 'Rule Britannia' in mut- 
tered proposals of the conscription — would suggest 
to this land of the free-born to beware of the errors 
of other nations, and especially of the French repub- 
lic, which has, by first nursing and then worshiping 
its army, found itself at the feet of a dangerous 
monster." 

It is against this " hysterical glorification of brute 
force " exhibited in the recent demonstrations that we 
are compelled to protest. If Dewey had had his way 
in the matter, there would have been no such demon- 
strations. However much he may have finally yielded 
to their seduction, he was in the beginning opposed 
to them. They were distasteful to his sense of re- 
serve and modesty. He knew, too, perfectly well 
that his deed at Manila was, even from a military 
point of view, much overrated and did not deserve 
any extravagant public recognition. Again and 



